
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
You can help by writing the Governor urging him to sign SB 731 into law. While it probably would be easier to send an e-mail, unfortunately the Governor's office generally pays less attention to communications in that form. Old fashioned letters, however, count big time. Literally, the Governor's office calculates that for every letter received, 100 additional people are assumed to share the views expressed. By writing and mailing a letter, you can have a hundred fold impact!
To facilitate your effort, three sample letters follow that you can use as a starting point ... or you can compose your own letter from scratch. Please select whichever base letter most comfortably fits your views. To maximize impact, please be sure your letter includes three things:
· your name and address somewhere on the letter
· the heading SB 731: SUPPORT right below the Governor's address
· something in the text that reflects your personal situation with massage regulation and/or how current and prospective clients would benefit from a common state standard 
Thank you again for being willing to take 15-30 minutes to create and mail a letter to the Governor. It is important these letters be received no later than September 3rd. By doing so, you can potentially significantly improve prospects for massage consumers, other massage practitioners, and yourself.

DATE 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger State Capitol Building Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: SB 731: SUPPORT  

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger: 

Please help ensure the health and safety of California consumers by signing SB 731 (Oropeza). This bill would create a privately-funded certification organization. This organization will ensure any massage practitioner using the title ‘certified” meet specified, uniform standards. It is a completely voluntary process. 

As a professional massage therapist, I want my clients to be assured that am qualified to be conducting bodywork. SB 731 will provide for statewide standards for our profession. This bill will help protect consumers and legitimize the work of massage professionals in California.  

(We encourage you to INSERT an example of how bill will help in your practice) 

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,    

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

DATE 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger State Capitol Building Sacramento, CA 95814  

Re: SB 731: SUPPORT 

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger: 

Massage therapy is the largest health care profession in this state without consistent statewide regulation. SB 731 will change this for the better by providing for uniform VOLUNTARY certification of massage therapists in California.   

SB 731 will protect consumers by allowing them to easily identify legitimately certified massage therapists – just as they do other professions such as chiropractors, cosmetologists and optometrists.  SB 731 will require massage therapists who have the title “certified” to complete a specific amount of training from approved schools and undergo background checks. The bill will also create a self-funded oversight organization which will approve applications and oversee complaints and disciplinary actions.   

Massage therapists like me welcome this regulation by the state so that consumers can be assured of my credibility.  I hope you will support this important legislation. (We encourage you to INSERT an example of how bill will help in your practice) 

Thank you for supporting the massage therapy industry by signing SB 731. 

Sincerely,  

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

DATE 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger State Capitol Building Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: SB 731: SUPPORT 

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger: 

 Please sign SB 731, legislation that will provide for VOLUNTARY certification of massage therapists at the state level. Currently, lack of uniform, recognizable certification in the state means that consumers don’t know if a massage therapist has had proper training or a background check – and that massage therapists must abide by different regulations in each city and county in which they provide services. Simply put, the current system is confusing, costly and inefficient. 

Under SB 731, consumers will be able to view uniform massage therapist certificates giving them the assurance that their massage professional has undergone proper training by approved schools. Additionally, massage therapists, many of us independent contractors, will have a centralized system of regulation and will be able to freely practice our profession throughout the state without having to register over again in different cities and counties.  

(We encourage you to INSERT an example of how bill will help in your practice) 

SB 731 makes sense and is good public policy. I hope you will sign this bill when it comes to your desk.  

Sincerely, 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

